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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT KAUNDA COMMENTS ON CHARACTER OF MPLA LEADER 
NETO 

1 . IN AN ASIDE DURING CONVERSATION WITH ME EVENING JANUARY 19 
ON SUBJECT OAU EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT AND FUTURE OF ANGOLA, 
ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KAUNDA FREELY EXPRESSED HIS VIEWS ON MPLA 
LEADER AGOSTINHO NETO. KAUNDA INDICATED HE REGARDS 

NETO NOT ONLY AS HARD MAN TO UNDERSTAND BUT ONE WITH KILLER 
INSTINCTS. ZAMBIANS HAVE PRETTY MUCH WRITTEN NETO OFF AS A 
TRUE LEADER. 

2. AS EXAMPLE OF WHAT HE MEANT, KAUNDA RECALLED TIME WHEN 

NETO WAS IN LUSAKA FOR OCTOBER 1974 MPLA CONGRESS CONVENED TO TRY 
REUNITE THEN BADLY DIVIDED MOVEMENT. KAUNDA SAID THAT HE PERSON- 
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CONVINCE NETO OF NECESSITY FOR UNITY WITHIN MPLA ITSELF TO SAY 
NOTHING OF NEED TO WORK TOWARD UNITY AMONG THE VARIOUS 
ANGOLAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. ALL NETO COULD THINK OF, KAUNDA 
SAID, WAS TO KILL DISSIDENT MPLA LEADER DANIEL CHIPENDA AND SO 
ELIMINATE THAT OPPOSITION WING. MEANWHILE DURING THIS NETO 
VISIT TO LUSAKA, ZAMBIAN GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES UNCOVERED PLOT 
HATCHED BY DISSIDENT ELEMENTS FROM CONGO-BRAZZAVILLE FACTION 
OF MPLA TO KILL NETO. ZAMBIANS HAD APPREHENDED PLOTTERS AND 
THUS SAVED NETO'S LIFE. WE HAVE NOT GIVEN ANY PUBLICITY TO 
THIS KAUNDA CONCLUDED. 

3. UNITA PRESIDENT JONAS SAVIMBI TOLD US THAT KAUNDA (WHOM SAVIMBI 
SAW JANUARY 20) HAD LEARNED FROM SAMORA MACHEL WHILE AT RECENT 
DAR MEETING FOUR HEADS OF STATE THAT MOZAMBICAN LEADER S SUPPORT 
FOR MPLA ARISES PARTLY FROM IDEOLOGICAL CONVICTION BUT ALSO, 
MACHEL ADMITTED, BECAUSE NETO HAD BULLIED AND THREATENED HIM 
INTO SUPPORT FOR MPLA. 

4. COMMENT: KAUNDA'S DESCRIPTION OF NETO AS VINDICTIVE AND 
UNCOMPROMISING OPPONENT OFFERS LITTLE HOPE TO BELIEVE NETO 
COULD EVER EASILY BE BROUGHT EITHER TO SHARE POWER WITH FNLA 
AND/OR UNITA OR TO STEP ASIDE FOR COMPROMISE GOVERNMENT OF 
NATIONAL UNITY COMPOSED OF SECOND STRING ELEMENTS FROM ALL 
THREE MOVEMENTS. SAVIMBI HIMSELF TOLD US YESTERDAY THAT HE 
SEES NO SIGNS NETO WILLING TRY WORK WITH HIM, MUCH LESS WITH 
ROBERTO, AND IMPLIED THIS LIKELY REMAIN MPLA POSITION SO LONG 
AS NETO REMAINS ITS LEADER. 
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